The Unification of Germany



As you have just seen, the map of Europe changed greatly between 1815 and 1914. One of these changes was the unification of several small states into the nation of Germany. Now look at the following map that shows the many states that united under the leadership of Prussia to form Germany.

Formation of Germany
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Key:
H – Holstein , SC – Schleswig , B – Baden
S – Saxony , ME – Mecklenburg ,W – Wurttemberg
O – Oldenburg , PA – Palatinate

QUESTIONS

1. From the previous map, indicate the names of the two biggest states in the territory that was unified into Germany.

2. Name five other states that united to form Germany.

German Nationalism



As you have seen, the map of Europe changed greatly in the century between 1815 and 1914. One very noticeable change was the unification of Germany. A group of tiny separate states would unite into the nation of Germany. Nationalism played a major role in this movement toward nationhood. You will recall that after Napoleon conquered many countries of Europe, the people of the defeated states resented being ruled by foreigners. As a result, feelings of nationalism grew in these states.

Germany was no exception. Here, too, various groups had a strong desire to see a united German fatherland created. The German nationalists included intellectuals, businessmen, and politicians. Each group had its own reason for wanting a German nation.

A first attempt was made to unify the German states at the Frankfurt Assembly held in 1848. This was a meeting of representatives of various nationalist groups. Included in this assembly were representatives of landless peasants, craftsmen displaced by the introduction of machines, working class people, intellectuals, and businessmen. This meeting hoped to draw up a constitution for a united Germany. It failed in its attempt because it did not deal with the concerns of the common people. Rather than offer economic security for the craftsmen, land reform for the peasants, or welfare measures for the working class, they chose instead to create a constitutional monarchy under the Prussian king. When this occurred, the peasants, craftsmen, and workers withdrew their support. The King of Prussia also rejected the concept of a constitutional monarchy since he did not want his powers limited in any way.

Unification: the act of joining several states together to form a new nation

The next attempt took place in 1866. The Prussian Chancellor, Otto von Bismarck, provoked war between Austria and Prussia. This had two effects:

· It united the German states north of the Main River into the North German Confederation under Prussian leadership. 

· It ended Austria’s position of power among the German states. 

In 1870, Bismarck united the southern states and the northern states by provoking a war with France. Out of fear of attack by France, the south German states decided it was safer to join with the north German states. The formal unification of Germany was proclaimed in 1871.

So, feelings of nationalism and patriotism helped to unify the nation of Germany.

The questions that follow will help you to focus on the main ideas in this activity.

Bismarck is considered the symbol and architect of German unification. His strategy was revolution – decision “by blood and iron.”

1. Name the three groups of German people who dreamed of a united fatherland
2. Complete the following time line. Beside each year indicate events that occurred in the unification of Germany.

· 1848 

· 1866 

· 1870 

· 1871 

